Andrew E. Newman April 11, 2005 
15 Topton Way, No. 2A 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Andy: 


I thought that you as a director of Lee Enterprises which is in the process of 
purchasing the St. Louis Post Dispatch would like to know that we have had in our 
collection for decades the promissory note of Joseph Pulitzer dated Septennber 18, 1872 
for $4,500, with which Pulitzer purchased the owmership portion of Emil Pretorius in the 
Westliche Post newspaper at which Pulitzer had then worked his way up to the position 
of Editor. 

This I believe is the first newspaper ownership by Joseph Pulitzer. The notte was paid as 

promised on March 19, 1873. The U. S. Internal Revenue stamp tax is $2.25 which is at 

the rate of 5 cents per $100 of the note amount. A copy of the note is enclosed. 

We thought it unusual that we would have this sale document which seems 
Aémewha simpler than what Lee has needed to acquire the Pulitzer newspapers in 2005 
\which is only 1% centuries later. 

\ _ You will observe that the note is payable in paper money (Cy for Currency) rather 
than-gdld since there had been a difference in value between the Union paper money and 
gold after the War Between the States. 

If Lee wishes to use it in some way for news or publicity it is available on request. 
Dan Martin, the cartoonist at the Post Dispatch, is a close friend of mine and I just 
informed him of the matter also. 


Your dad, 


Eric P. Newman 


